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DOCUMENTS RELATING TO COLONEL EDWARD
NICHOLLS AND CAPTAIN GEORGE WOODBINE
IN PENSACOLA, 1814

Sir,

His Britannic Majesty’s Ship
Royal Oak off Mobile Bay
15 March, 1815

The Honorable Captain Spencer of HB.M. Ship
Carron, who is at present on a commission to Enquir
into and regulate the Claims of the Spanish Inhabitants at Pensacola & Appalachicola has transmitted
to me your Excellencys letter of the 9th inst. addressed
to Admiral Sir Alexander Cochrane & myself inclosing
a representation from the Inhabitants of Pensacola
respecting their losses, which I shall forward by Express to Sir Alexander Cochrane my Commander in
Chief and I have no doubt that strict Enquiry will be
made into the Conduct of Colonel Nicholls & Captain
Woodbine & that the losses Sustained by the Spanish
Inhabitants at Pensacola will be remunerated by the
British Government if the Slaves do not return.
I have the honor to be Sir
with the greatest respect
yr most obt. hble. Servt
Percy ( ?) Malcolm
Rear Admiral Comnd.
HBM Squadron off Mobile
His Excellency
Gonzalez Manrique
Governor of Pensacola

Note-These documents are a part of the series, survivals
of the records of Panton, Leslie and Co. and its successor, John
Forbes and Co., preserved by the family of John Innerarity,
last surviving partner of the latter firm, the publication of
which was begun in a late issue of the QUARTERLY. They are
in the possession of Mrs. John W. Greenslade, of Washington,
D. C., who has transcribed them. The series will be continued
in the following issues.
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His Britannic Majesty’s Ship
Bonnant, off Mobile 10 July 1815
Most Excellent Sir,
I have the honor to acknowledge receipt of your
Excellency’s Letter of the 25 ult. And it is with Extreme regret I learn that the Slaves at Apalachicola
have not gone back to their Masters, And I also feel
Sorry that it has not been in my power to bring back
the Spanish Soldiers from that vicinity The Services
upon which I have been Engaged have not permitted
of my detaching any vessel from the fleet to bring
back these troops, but in a few days I will dedicate
a Sloop of War Solely to that purpose-It is necessary
in relation to the Negroes that I should be clearly
understood by your Excy. as having no Sort of Controul over any of those not Actually taken by the British Marines. for such as thought proper to join the
Indians, your Excellency must make application to
their Chiefs, Situated as I am with so few white Troops
at Appalachicola it would be attended with much
hazard the making use of forcible measures which accordingly I must entirely decline.
I return your Excellency my very best thanks for
your offers of Services in which I beg leave most cordially to reciprocate, And to express to your Excellency
that I am with much Consideration
Your Excellencys most obt. &
very humble Servt
ALEX. COCHRANE

Vice Admiral & Commander in chief
of HBM Ships & vessels upon the
North American [Station]
His Excellency
Don Gonzalez Manrique
Commdr. of West Florida
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Be it Known to all whom it doth and may concern that
I, John Innerarity, one of the very oldest inhabitants
of this place, do hereby constitute and appoint James
S. Pott Esqr, of the City of Manchester, England, official assignee therein, to be my true and lawful attorney in fact for me and in my name and stead, and as
my legal representative, to claim from the British Government or from whomever may have any authority or
right to claim, the fullest indemnification and remuneration for all Spoliations and losses of property sustained by me at the close of the years one thousand
eight hundred and fourteen and commencement of one
thousand eight hundred and fifteen, especially by the
abstraction and abduction from me (in common with
many inhabitants of this city) of Forty-five slaves
belonging to me, of which said slaves forcible possession was taken from me by Lieutenant Colonel Edward
Nichols of the British Royal Marines by his own authority and that of his own Commission and conveyed
from thence by the force under his command to a Fort
constructed by his order on the River Apalachicola,
where he held them under his exclusive authority and
command, so effectually that the said John Innerarity
never regained them or has ever been able to regain
or recover possession thereof as well as for the total
loss by explosion of Forty six barrels of Gunpowder,
which were stored by him, the said John Innerarity,
in the Powder Magazine of the Fort of San Carlos de
Barrancas, which said powder was blown up therein
by order of Commodore Gordon, commanding the British Naval forces at this station, of which he held forcible possession at the time of the advent of the troops
of the United States into this place-all which Spoliations and losses as more particularly specified in the accompanying depositions the said John Innerarity
claims full indemnification and remuneration through
his attorney the said James S. Potts Esqr hereby prom-
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ising and engaging to ratify and confirm all whatever
my said attorney may do in the premises, as fully and
efficiently, and to all intents and purposes as if done
by myself personally. In faith and testimony of which
I here unto affix my seal and signature in the City of
Pensacola this sixteenth day of May one thousand and
eight hundred and fifty-four.
(copy, unsigned)
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